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mined the working power and cost of ozonization for any 
quantity of water. 

“The solid earthy matter held in suspension by water 
is not affected by ozone; filtration will therefore be a ne¬ 
cessity in the ozonization process. The filtering plants 
heretofore employed have served not only for the removal 
of the solid matter in suspension, but have also answered 
the purpose of collecting the greater part of the bacteria 
and this takes place generally by means of the coating of 
alga: which is formed on the layer of filtering material. 
The ozonization of the water, however, answers the purpose 
of the coating of algae, but in a much more complete man¬ 
ner. The algae cannot survive in ozonized water, as has 
been established by actual experiment, and therefore the 
laborious upturning of the filtering layer, which has hitherto 
been the practice in order to prevent the coating of algae 
from becoming too thick, is done away with. 

“The proper discussion of the ozonization of water can 
only take place after the cost of ozonization has been more 
exactly ascertained; nevertheless, so much is thus far ap¬ 
parent, that a fundamental discussion of this question can¬ 
not be avoided, particularly in cases in which good drinking 
water can only be obtained at great cost, bad drinking 
water, on the other hand, easily obtainable and by ozoniza¬ 
tion converted into good. The question further arises 
whether, generally considered, impure water, such as the 
waste water of towns and factories, cannot be fitly treated by 
means of ozone. In waste water the bacilli generating decay 
would in this manner be killed, the ammonia probably con¬ 
verted into nitrate of ammonia and the organic constituents 
further oxidized as far as possible.'—(Elektrotechnischen 
Zeitschrift, 1891, Heft 26.) C. B. 


PSYCHOLOGICAL. 

THE ACTION OF STRYCHNINE UPON THE 
CEREBRUM. 

Biernacki has investigated the action of strychnine upon 
the cerebrum. Hithertofore it has been held almost as a 
dogma that strychnine has no influence upon the cerebrum, 
but only upon the gray substance of the spinal cord and 
medulla oblongata. According to Biernacki, this is not 
correct. He found in rabbits, even after the subcutaneous 
injection of small doses of the nitrate of strychnine, that the 
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electric excitability of the cerebrum was distinctly lowered. 
The same effect was produced by bringing strychnine di¬ 
rectly into contact with the cerebrum. Therapeutically, 
the results of these experiments seem to cast light upon 
the curative action of strychnine in cortical epilepsy and 
other irritative conditions of the cortex cerebri. Lauder 
Brunton’s recommendation of the remedy in sleeplessness 
also finds herein its explanation (Therapeutische Monats- 
hefte, Aug., 1890). Paulsen has also investigated the in¬ 
fluence of strychnine upon the nervous system (Strych- 
ninets lammende Virking, The Paralyzant Action of Strych¬ 
nine; Nordiskt Med. Arkiv, 1889; Bd.21, No. 9). He finds 
that large doses cause a general paralysis of the central 
nervous system. Benedikt’s communication on “Strychnine 
as an Antiseptic,” abstracted in the Norsk Magazin for Sae- 
gevidenskaben, 1890, p. 760, is also cited as confirming 
Biernacki’s results.—(Norsk Magazin for Saegevidenskaben, 
No. 7, 1891.) A. P. 


THE EYE IN THE INSANE. 

M. Roger read a paper on this subject before the French 
Congress of Alienists, and arrived at the following conclu¬ 
sions : 

1. The insane present no pathognomonic ocular lesion. 
2. With the right-handed the right eye, and the left-handed 
the left eye, is the one most generally affected. 3. As a 
rule, insane with ocular affections are subject to hallucina¬ 
tions. 4. The proportion of insane affected with eye dis¬ 
ease is about 33%.—“Le Progres Medical,” August 15,1891. 

W. C. K. 


EPILEPSY. 

Frank P. Norbury, M.D., (Medical Age, July 10, 1891) 
considers that epileptics, as a rule, are religiously inclined 
and he believes the religious history of the world has. been 
greatly influenced by this disease. He says Mohamedanism 
owes its popularity and great influence to it. It was epi¬ 
lepsy which held before Mohamed’s eyes and made to sound 
in his ears the hallucination which led him to believe he 
had a message from God. The dogged persistence, brute¬ 
like cruelty and lack of human justice of Napoleon I. no 
doubt had epilepsy for a basis. Reading the history of 
his memorable campaigns, we find the word impossible 
never entered therein; and Talleyrand and others speak of 



